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Frederick Hohenstaufen was officially relegated
to the museum of history, its splendour having
already departed with the Treaty of Westphalia.
The Congress of Vienna passed the Act of
Foundation of the Germanic Confederation,
which, however, was nothing more than the
ghost of tte Holy Roman Empire haunting its
accustomed home.
The constitution of the Germanic Confedera-
tion is remarkable for three things:
1.  The   constituent   members   were   com-
pletely free and independent.   Though the
Diet had a shadowy authority in foreign affairs,
all the major states pursued their own policy
without any reference to imperial interests.
2.  The   Confederation had  no  means   of
giving effect to its own decisions.   There was
no common army, and the methods of federal
execution, tried for the first and last time in
the  Schleswig-Holstein question, led to war
between Austria and Prussia.
3.  There was no authority in the Confedera-
tion to decide either matters affecting Germany
as a whole or those affecting the internal affairs
of the states.   In fact all the states had be-
come   fully  sovereign,  the  Electors  having
taken the title of Kings.   The Confederation